
7th Annual National Seminar on Social work and HIV/AIDS 

 

About IGNOU 

The Indira Gandhi National Open University was established by an Act of Parliament in 

1985. Today it serves the educational aspirations of about three million students in India 

and abroad through 21 Schools of studies, 12 Chairs, an elaborate network of 60 regional 

centres, over 40,000 academic counselors, about 3000 study centres, and 52 overseas 

centres. IGNOU made history by establishing the first School of Social Work in ODL 

system in 2007 and by appointing Prof. Gracious Thomas as its first Director. The School 

offers nine programmes of study: 

 

I. Certificate in HIV and Family Education (CAFÉ). 

II.  Diploma in HIV and Family Education (DAFE). 

III.  Bachelor in Social Work (BSW). 

IV. Post Graduate Diploma in Social Work (PGDSW). 

V. Master in Social Work (MSW for ODL and Convergence Scheme). 

VI.  Master in Social Work (MSW with focus on North-east). 

VII.  Master in Social Work (Philanthropy): Full Time, on-campus  

VIII.  M.Phil in Social Work, and 

IX. Ph. D in Social Work 

 

The University is making all efforts to take higher education to the doorsteps of the 

hitherto unreached. Apart from teaching, research and extension, training constitutes the 

mainstay of its academic activities. It also acts as a national resource centre and more 

importantly, function as an apex body to promote and maintain standards in distance 

education. The Commonwealth of Learning has recognized it as one of its Centres of 

Excellence. IGNOU also has the unique privilege of hosting the Secretariats of SAARC 

Consortium of Open Distance Learning (SACODil) approved by Heads of Governments 

of SAARC Nations and Global Mega Universities Network (GMUNET) initially 

promoted by UNESCO. 

 



About the Seminar 

IGNOU has initiated several forms of awareness and formal programmes of study in 

Social Work and HIV/AIDS with the launching of the first distance education programme 

in Social Work in 2004, i.e. BSW. Since then the University has been organizing an 

Annual National Seminar on Social Work Response to HIV/AIDS. The Seminar is also a 

modest attempt to generate response from across the board towards creating a 

compassionate and friendly society for those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. The 

Seventh Annual National Seminar is to be held from August 19 to 22 at Marian College, 

Kuttikkanam located near the famous Thekkady and Munnar resorts in Idukki District of 

Kerala. 

 
 

Venue of the Seminar 

 

Marian College Kuttikkanam offers Ph D in Social Work and Master in Social Work   

programmes. The school has organized several national and international 

programmes in view of its role in enhancing quality  of social work education and 

profession.  The school also has academic collaborations with Universities abroad 

viz. University of Utah, USA; University of Texas a t Arlington, USA; Rust 

College University, USA; Mid Sweden University, Swe den. 

 

 



How to Reach the Venue 

Kuttikkanam is located at the central part of Kerala in Idukki District, along the 

Cardomom hill ranges. Kuttikkanam is linked by roads (NH 220) and it is about 3.5 hour 

drive from International airport at Cochin and 5 hours drive from Trivandrum Airport. 

The nearest Railway station is Kottayam which is about 70 km beside NH 220, which 

lead to Madurai via Kumily, Theny. Kuttikkanam is 40 kilometers away from the famous 

Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary (Tiger reserve). 

 

Seminar Theme  

Integration of Research into Social work Practice 

Sub themes 

(i) Integration of research in professional social work 

(ii)  Integration of research in HIV/AIDS interventions 

(iii)  Social work research and education: Challenges and Issues. 

(iv) Theory and Practice of Social Work Research: The participants would reflect 

and draw upon their own research, scholarship and experience in a broader 

framework of social work education and practice in the local context. 

(v) The theory-practice gap in social work education and research: The reflections 

by social work educators/practitioners/research scholars on the kinds of 

pedagogy which can help develop students’ competence in addressing the gap 

between theory and practice in the context of the method of social work 

research. 

(vi) Social Work response/interventions in care and rehabilitation of HIV/AIDS 

infected: The reflection can be on initiatives by social work 

practitioners/educators in planning out action strategies threatening the basic 

human value, worth and dignity of people highlighting the importance of 

research outcome.  

(vii)  Empowerment of HIV/AIDS infected communities and community 

development: The presenters would focus on the knowledge and experience of 

their various regional approaches and techniques of community organisation 



and social action, programme along with research to empower the HIV/AIDS 

infected and affected. 

 

Submission of Abstracts and Papers 

Abstracts are invited for oral scientific presentation and poster presentation. 

 

Oral Scientific Presentation 

The abstracts should be limited to 250 words and paper should be written in about 2500 

words. Case studies may however vary from 1000 to 1500 words. Papers are invited only 

from social work teachers and practitioners. Students will have the opportunity for 

participating in poster presentation. Papers which are not based on the seminar theme will 

not be considered for presentation. The papers may be provided in word format and a soft 

copy should be sent to the conference Chair by e-mail: sosw@ignou.ac.in 

The abstracts for oral scientific presentation and posters could be uploaded in the 

conference website: www.ignoumarianconf2010.com  

 

Last date for Abstract Submission: April 30, 2010 

Last Date for Paper Submission:  May 30, 2010 

 

Poster Presentation 

Students of social work as well as other participants interested in making poster 

presentation are most welcome to make entries for the same well in advance. The 

organizers will provide space and stand for mounting the posters exclusively based on the 

seminar theme. The last date for making the entry by providing the theme is June 30, 

2010. Awards for the best three posters would be presented on August 21, 2010 during 

the valedictory session. The abstracts for poster presentation must be submitted to Mr. 

Anish K.R, Coordinator, School of Social Work, Marian College Kuttikanam by email: 

anish.kr@mariancollege.org and anishkrk@gmail.com  

Last date for Abstract Submission: June 30, 2010 

The abstracts for oral scientific presentation and posters could be uploaded in the 

conference website: www.ignoumarianconf.com  



 

Youth Cultural Festival 

There will be a Youth Cultural Festival for the students of Social Work on the night of 

August 22 and students are invited to participate in the Youth Cultural Festival through 

different art forms on current issues such as HIV/AIDS and similar areas of social work 

intervention. The two best performances will be given awards at the time of valediction. 

Proposals for participation should be submitted to Mr Ajesh P. Joseph, School of Social 

Work, Marian College, Kuttikkanam by email, ajesh.joseph@mariancollege.org  

  

Accommodation 

Participants who are interested in availing moderate accommodation may apply for the 

same along with the registration form and such participants will be provided 

accommodation free of cost by the Management of Marian College, Kuttikanam. This 

accommodation is on a first-come first basis. Accommodation will be available from the 

evening of August 18th to morning of 23rd August 2010 only. Those intending to travel 

with family may kindly arrange for boarding and lodging on their own. Children are not 

allowed in the conference venue. 

 

Registration Fees 

All participants are expected to submit a registration fee of Rs. 500/- (non-refundable) by 

Demand Draft (DD) drawn on any nationalized bank in favour of Marian College, 

Kuttikanam payable at Kottayam. The registration form and registration fee may kindly 

be mailed to:  

Dr. Cherian P. Kurien 

Director 

School of Social Work 

Marian College Kuttikanam 

Kuttikkanam P.O. 

Kerala – 685531 

as registered/speed post so as to reach on or before June 30, 2010.  

 



Tangible Benefits to the Registered Participants 

Participation in all seminar sessions 

Breakfast (20th, 21st and 22nd) 

Morning and evening tea (20th, 21st and 22nd) 

Lunch-Dinner (20th, 21st and 22nd) 

Institutional visits (to be confirmed on arrival) 

 

Limited Travel Grants 

Upto 3rd A.C/ bus fare (to and fro): to all NAPSWI life members, paper presenters and 

special invitees. Sleeper class: (second class: Non A/C) for NAPSWI students only. To 

avail the travel grants which are available on a limited number, the registered participants 

have to apply for the same in the prescribed proforma. Please note that the travel grant is 

not available to everyone due to paucity of funds. Application for travel grant must be 

submitted along with registration form with details of DD to Dr. G. Mahesh, SOSW, 

IGNOU, New Delhi – 110068 (Ph: 011-29532044) on or before July 15, 2010. You may 

start your journey only after obtaining a confirmation letter regarding the sanction of 

travel grant. 

 

Agency Visits/Sightseeing 

 
Tour Options 
Option 1: Kumarakom (Rs 800/- per person) 
 
 



 

Location: 16 km away from Kottayam town, Central Kerala. 

The village of Kumarakom is a cluster of little islands on the Vembanad Lake, and is part 
of the Kuttanad region. The bird sanctuary here, which is spread across 14 acres, is a 
favourite haunt of migratory birds and an ornithologist's paradise. Egrets, darters, herons, 
teals, waterfowls, cuckoo, wild duck and migratory birds like the Siberian Stork visit here 
in flocks and are a fascinate the visitors. The best way to watch the birds of the 
Kumarakom Sanctuary is a boat trip round the islands.  

Cruise in backwaters 

Option 2: Thekkady (Rs 750/- per person) 
 
 

 
Periyar Wild life Sanctuary & Tiger Reserve 
 
Lying close to the plantation town of Kumily, Periyar wild life sanctuary is one of the 



best preserved sanctuaries in India. Spread across 777 sq km, this was declared as a tiger 
reserve in 1978. Noted for its geomorphology, and bio diversity, this reserve attracts 
tourist from across the globe. The greatest attraction here is the herds of wild elephants 
that come down to the lake to play and to take bath. Apart from the herds of elephants 
you can spot a number of other wild animals like Tiger, Bison, Spotted deer, gaur etc on 
your boat journey through the lake. 
 
Cruise in Periyar Lake to watch animals, birds in the Periyar Tiger Reserve. 
 
Option 3: Munnar (Rs 1000/- per person) 
 

 
 
This nature lover’s paradise was once the summer capital of the British Government in 
South India. Munnar (Munnar - Three, aar - river) is situated at a height of 1600 mt above 
sealevel in the confluence of three mountain streams - Mattupetty river, Kannimala river 
and Nallathanny river. These three combine to form the Muthirapuzha river. The nature is 
at her best in Munnar. 
 
Round the year moderate climate, the mist clad hills, evergreen forests, exotic wild life, 
vast expanse of tea plantations, picture book towns, placid lakes, roaring and gurgling 
wild streams, the dazling water falls ... the list of pleasent experiences in Munnar is 
unending. Other locations around Munnar includes the following: Pothamedu , Pallivasal, 
Attukal, Nyayamakad, Rajamala, Mattupetty,  Neelakurinji (strobilanthus), Echo Point. 
 
 

For Further Information 

Visit : www.ignoumarianconf.com  

PROF. GRACIOUS THOMAS 

Founder Chairman: Annual National Seminar 

On Social Work Response to HIV/AIDS 



Block G: 114, IGNOU, Maidan Garhi, New Delhi-110068 

Phone: 011-29532044, E-mail: sosw@ignou.ac.in 

DR. G.MAHESH, 

School of Social Work, IGNOU, New Delhi-110068 

Email: gmahesh@ignou.ac.in 

Phone: 011-29532044 

DR. CHERIAN P. KURIEN 

Director 

School of Social Work 

Marian College Kuttikanam 

Kuttikanam PO, Kerala – 685531 

04869-232203, 9446860733, 

Mr Anish K.R. 9447200702 email: socialwork@mariancollege.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Indira Gandhi National Open University  
School of Social Work  

7th Annual National Seminar on Social Work  
Response to HIV/AIDS  

August 19-22, 2010  
Registration Form  

 
 1. Name & Address along with phone no., mobile no. and e-mail ID:  

 ___________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________  
 _______________________ ___________________________ 
 ___________________________________________________  
  

 2. NAPSWI Registration No.:________________________  

 
 3. Are you opting for expedition on River Godavari?  

 (a) Yes   (b) No  

 
 4. Are you opting to moderate accommodation?  

 (a) Yes   (b) No  

 
 5. Date of arrival:  

 
 6. Date of departure:  

 
 7. Have you applied for travel grant?  

 (a) Yes   (b) No  

 

 8. Status of the applicant:  

 
 I. Social Work Teacher  ii. Social Work Practitioner  

 
  iii Social Work Student  iv Any Other (Specify)  

 

 9. D.D. No. ______________ Date: _______________  

 
 I understand that the registration fee submitted by me is non-refundable. I also certify that 

 the information given above are true.  

          

 

         Name & Signature  

 Date:  



Indira Gandhi National Open University, New Delhi  
School Of Social Work  

7th Annual National Seminar on Social Work and HIV  
August 19-22, 2010  

Application for Travel Grant  
 

 
 1. Name & Address along with phone no., mobile no. and e-mail ID:  

 ___________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________  
 ___________________________________________________  
 

 2. Registration : DD No.:__________ Date:_________  
 
 

 3. Mode of Travel: Bus/Train: 3
rd 

AC or 2
nd 

class  
 : From _____________ To ____________  
 
 

 4. Fare: Rs _________________x 2 (to & fro)= Rs_________________  
 
 

 5. Date of arrival: _________________  
 
 

 6. Date of departure: ________________  
 

 
 I request SOSW, IGNOU to kindly consider this application for travel grant (as stated 

 above) to participate in the 7
th 

Annual National Seminar on Social Work and HIV/AIDS 
 being held at Marian College, Kuttikkanam. I shall start my journey only after receiving 
 confirmation from SOSW, IGNOU about the sanction of travel grant.  
  
 
  
 
Date:  

Name & Signature  
 
 
 
To  
Director,  
SOSW,  
Block G: 114,  
IGNOU, New Delhi  
Pin Code: 110068 
 


